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destroyed by the novel and deadly weapon of the submarine.   CHAP.
The theory was identical on paper with the method applied
by Germany nearly twenty years afterwards.1
But in all the northern half of the African continent on both
sides the whole scene was almost magically changed. The diplo-
matic tangles were straightened out. The competitive expedi-
tions and daily perils of the year before disappeared. The West
African question was settled. On the Niger, the best, though not
the larger, part had been secured by Britain. On the other side
of that continent the entire Nile basin from the equatorial lakes
to the Mediterranean had become in effect part of the British
Empire. In that achievement by a firm judgment of what
could be gained without war, the Colonial Minister had taken no
small share. He had not carried aggression into the territorial
sphere of any country. He had to take his part as a British
Minister and national leader in meeting encroachment on all
sides. His policy was essentially though actively defensive, and
it could not have been efficient had he shrunk from the neces-
sary risks. It was impossible that he could be popular abroad,
but the powerful impression he stamped upon foreign opinion
did much to restore the due repute and influence of Britain in
the world's matters.
1 There are few more curious pass-    torpedo boats. It reminds one of the
ages   known   in   diplomatic    corre-    mitrailleuses  with  which  they were
spondence than a contemporary note    to conquer Germany in 1870. Quite
by  Count Munster,  the  genial  and    ludicrous is the subscription for such
witty German ambassador in Paris:    a   boat"   (Grosse   Politik,   vol.   xiv.
"The French are children; they have    Second   Part,   p.   415.   January   31,
found a new toy; and believe they can    1899).
protect  their coast  by under-water